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as 3rd Viscount Halifax, and from then onwards he filled
a number of the chief political posts. He did not seek
office, office sought him. He was made Secretary of State
for War and Lord Privy Seal in 1935; Lord President of
the Council in 1937; and finally Foreign Secretary in 1938.
In that capacity he had to deal with the imminence of
hostilities with Germany, He visited Berlin and accom-
panied Neville Chamberlain to meet Mussolini in Rome and
Hitler on the Rhine, Like Chamberlain (and Sir Robert
Walpole), Lord Halifax was ready to go a long way to
spare England another war. His efforts, however, were
fruitless, and were afterwards stigmatised by some as
" appeasement." During these years he was also a popular
and successful leader of the House of Lords.
At the momentous change of Government in May 1940
he could almost certainly have had the offer of the Premier-
ship had he so desired. But, like Ourzon, he was a peer,
and the voice of the country called for Mr. Churchill
Three months later, on the death of Lord Lothian, Lord
Halifax was appointed Ambassador to the United States,
and there he remained for five years, travelling and speaking
all over the country and maintaining the closest and most
friendly relations with President Roosevelt in Washington*
He also remained a member of the War Cabinet in London.
Lord Halifax's tenure of his mission during the delicate
and often crucial periods of the Second World War entitle
him to be reckoned as a great Ambassador,
In 1944 he was raised to an earldom, and in 1946 on the
termination of his embassy he was given the Order of
Merit, the first ex-Viceroy to receive it. Two years later
he was made Chancellor of the Order of the Garter, One
of the few who can sway the House of Lords by a speech, ha
is now regarded as an elder statesman; he is a member of the
House of Laity and of the Council of the B,B,C. and a
DXLL, or its equivalent, of twelve British, Canadian and
American Universities*
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